Questioning Stems for “Thinking Within the Text”
Fiction

1. Tell some things the characters like to do.

2. What was the main character doing in the story?
3. What happened first in the story?

4. What happened at the end?

5. What was ______________’s problem in the story?

6. What did _______________ do to try to solve the problem in the story?
7. What were the important points in this story?

8. Summarize the main events in this story.

Nonfiction

1. What did you learn about ______________? 
2. What happened first in the book?

3. What happened next?

4. What happened at the end?

5. What are the different kinds of _______________? 
6. What are some of the important facts about ________________? 
7. What did you learn from the photograph/drawing/chart/map/timeline?

8. What is a ____________? 

9. Give an example of a word from the glossary.

10. What is true about ________________? 

11. What causes _________________? 

12. What is an example of ________________ that was described in this book? 

13. What were the important points made in this book?
